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x SUBJECT: GUJARAT POGROM 

3 SUMMARY 

ot |. Extent of violence much greater than reported. At least 2000 eS 

os killed. Widespread and syStemanic rape of Muslim women. 138,000 x K A ‘ 

5 intema! refugees. Targeted destruction of all Muslim businesses i 

3 in Hindu and mixed Hindu/Muslim areas. $ 

i, ear : 3 

k \ 2. Violence planned, possibly months in advance, and politically Soha 

: motivated. Aim was to purge Muslims from Hindu areas. Led by VHP ts 

J (Hindu extremist omganisation), under the protection of the state hn es 

5 Govemment. Reconciliation impossible while Modi remains Chief 

2 Minister. | 
DETAIL 

4 
: Current Situation 
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; sporadic violence continues i 
rural arcas. The scale of violence since it began on 27 Feria 


: munity leaders, wti 
other channels, suggest that the figure could be higher, sr 
3- The killing was accompanied in many areas by widespread and 
systematic rape of Muslim women, sometimes by police, 138,000 
people have been displaced and are living in 70 refugee camps. 
Over 100,000 are Muslim. | 


6. Muslim businesses were systematically targeted. The burnt out 
wrecks of individual Muslims shops are visible in rowsof ` 
untouched Hindu stores. The Additional Commissioner of Police, 
Ahmedabad (Deputy Chief Constable equivalent) told us that every 
Muslim business in Hindu and mixed areas of Ahmedabad was 

j : i yed. è 


The pattern of violence 


7. Gujarat has seen severe outbreaks of communal violence, most 
recently in 1992. But most of our interlocutors, including 

police, said that the pattem of violence this time was different. 
The violence was led by the VHP with other Hindu cxuemist 
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9. But police contacts accept that implicit state Government 
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“pretext. If it had not occurred, another one would have becn 
Haan eee aT on ceemeeetiemncemeseenssenineneneee ss aaa 


pressure inhibited oe 7 
F J i CSPonse, | m z 
zh of Police, also accents t estat the Director 
par ri Pated in the rioting. which i Pouce may have 


been slow in its response to the relief 


pupees to the (Hindu) victims of the attack on the train at 

Godhra; 100,000 rupees to all other (mainly Muslim) victims. 
They have pow offered « uniform 50,000 rupees to all victims. But 
the Ee en is unlikely to pay much compensation as it is 


Role of Media 


i 1. Much of the Gujarati language press has played a crucial role 
in fornenting the violence. It has spared no Opportunity to 
publish poisonous rumours and propaganda which have fuelled 
anti-Muslim fervour. 


COMMENT 
12. The aim of the perpetrators of the violence, the VHP and 


other Hindu extremist groups, was to purge Muslims from Hindu and 
mixed localities in order to ghettoise them. Their syrrenae is 


fouhd. 
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vantage. As an architect of the BJP's Hindu uationalist agenda 
which it has pursued in Gujarat since it came to power in 1995. he 
is a belicver in he VHP's ideological mol Vation. as 


14, The VHP may succeed. The rule of law has failed. There is 


ooh, 


no confidence in the police or the judiciary. While Modi 
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